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From the Pastor’s Pen: 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 Not to sound morbid or anything but I have been thinking about death lately.  I mean, it is 
something that all of us have to face at some point.  Our community has struggled through the loss of 
children and youth in the past weeks and years.  We all struggle with the loss of family members at one 
time or another.  We don’t like to talk about it, but it is a real part of the human experience. 
 Jenny and I recently spoke with an advisor about Life Insurance and it has me thinking about my 
own mortality.  As I prepare to head to the mountains of Honduras for a mission trip, I imagine that 
many things could go wrong.  Is it possible I would not return?  Of course.  I don’t want to talk about 
this with Jenny or our children, but that doesn’t make it any less of a possibility. 
 In June all five of us are going to Brazil to visit my sister and her family.  We have been saving 
for this trip for two years and are very excited about it.  We plan to return to share our experiences 
with you, but who knows.  Something could happen. 
 I don’t say any of this to strike fear in our hearts, but to share my heart.  We all must face 
death and one has gone before us to ensure that death doesn’t have the last word.  Jesus Christ has 
won the victory over sin and death! Alleluia!  That is part of the Easter message.  We do not need to 
fear our own death if we are in Christ.  He gives up hope for eternal life.  But what about the way we 
live this life?  Shouldn’t we consider how our lives here impact the lives of others?  The wonder of Pen-
tecost (which we celebrate on May 31) is that the promise of the Holy Spirit is fulfilled and God’s pres-
ence is with us, guiding us, and moving us forward to accomplish God’s will in the days that we are 
given. 
 While we are living, how will we make the most of the days we have?  If we are “in Christ” we 
are called to live “holy lives” set apart for God’s glory.  We live for Christ, sharing his love with our 
children, siblings, friends, neighbors, strangers, and enemies.  We dive into the ministries of the church, 
worshiping God, studying God’s Word, and serving God faithfully with the amazing gifts that we have 
been given.  We order our lives, our priorities, and our schedules in such a way that we acknowledge 
our end on this earth could come at any time. 
 I don’t have to go to another country to die.  I could be hit by a car on my way home today.  I 
could be shot during a robbery.  I could slip and fall and hit my head and die.  I am not scared of those 
things because I know the one who holds me.  The tragedy would be if I had failed to tell my children 
that I love them.  The tragedy would be if I had not taken my family to church so that they could hear 
the good news.  The tragedy would be if I had failed to take time to share God’s love with my neighbor.  
The tragedy would be if I had not used my God-given gifts to serve my Lord. 
 What are the last words you want your loved ones to hear from you?  What are the things 
that you most want to teach your children?  What are the things that you want to do for God’s glory?  
What are you waiting for? 
 Summer is not a time to take a vacation from church or from your faith!  Use the time you 
have to get your priorities straight and get busy living for God’s glory while we can.  And if something 
should happen to one of us before we see each other again on this earth… don’t fear…I’ll see you in 
the clouds! (1 Thess. 4:17) 

To God be the Glory! 
 

In Christ’s Service, 
 

Pastor Robert 

PS – When you are in town this summer, make it a 
priority to worship and study God’s Word with us each 
and every Sunday morning.  
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Children and Youth 

Registration forms 
available in Sunday 
School and in the 
vestibules! 

June 14-18 
Be a part of this fun and important ministry of our church.  All of our members 
promised to be a part of bringing up and nurturing our children in their faith.  VBS is 
the perfect way to fulfill a part of that promise.   
  Look for a signup sheet in the church hallway and make sure you become part of 
our VBS team!   

Needed for VBS crafts: 
Fabric in solid, light colors for bandannas, which will be deco-
rated.  The bandannas do not have to match, so if you have small 
amounts of fabric (enough to make at least one 20" x 20" ban-
danna), your donation will help!  Also needed:  People to finish 
the edges of the bandannas.  Finished bandannas will be 20" x 
20."  If you have suitable fabric or can help finish bandannas, 
please contact Ann White, 427-0084.  Thank you! 
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Session Highlights: 
 

The Session held its regular scheduled meeting on May 17, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.   

Following are a few of the items discussed: 
 

• Lori Todd reported to the session that the Christian Education Committee has 

been meeting quite frequently and planning several events and programs.  She re-

viewed information about Vacation Bible School and discussed plans being made 

for a fall kick-off.  The idea being discussed is a “Family Reunion” which would 

involve activities to help bring the congregation together as a family of faith. 

• The session is in the process of addressing several recommendations made by Rev-

erend Alexander that would possibly enhance the ministry and health of the con-

gregation.  As a result, several sub-committees have been formed to discuss each 

recommendation in detail.  One sub-committee has already met and developed a 

time line that will be followed during the year so that responsibilities, deadlines, 

etc. could be met in a more timely and efficient manner by the session.   Sub-

committees will be meeting over the next few months to address other recommen-

dations. 

• Elders participated in an activity involving the various events that take place 

throughout the year.  The purpose of the activity was to make committees mindful 

of the importance of organizing and planning the church annual calendar. 

• Ann White will attend the May Presbyterian Meeting as commissioner for our 

congregation.  The meeting is scheduled for May 30, 2009 in Clinton, S.C. 

• The Evangelism and Church Growth Committee will reschedule the “Block 

Party” that was planned for May 16, 2009.  The party was post-poned due to a 

number of events taking place in the community that day. 

 

The next Assembly Night will be held June 7 at 6:30 p.m. and the next session meeting will be 

held in July 12, 2009.  

 

Thank You to our Elders 
 Each June a class of elders rotates off the session.  Though they remain active in the life 

of the church and are always elders in the Presbyterian Church, they are no longer actively serv-

ing on the session. 
 We are grateful for the energy, imagination, intelligence, and love of Deborah Flint, 

Norris Fowler, Dorsey Thomas, Mike Todd, Ann White, and Caitlin White. Thank you for shar-

ing yourselves so unselfishly and serving Christ and His church in this capacity. 
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Opportunities to Gather and Grow: 
 

Come Worship With Us – And Bring a Friend 
 Consider a stronger participation in worship this summer.  That doesn’t just mean  

attendance.  It means preparing yourself for worship by reading the sermon text beforehand.   
It means praying for an openness to how God would speak to you.  It means preparing to offer 

yourself anew each week as we ascribe greatness to our Awesome God.  And one more thing, 

consider inviting someone to join you for worship sometime this summer.  May God bless you 

and fill you with His grace as you do these things. 
 

June 7  John 3: 1-17   “You Must Be Born Again” 

June 14 Mark 4: 26-34   “Speaking in Parables” 

June 21 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13  “A Heart for God” 

June 28 Guest Worship Leader – the Rev. Clay Fouse 

July 5  Guest Worship Leader 

July 12  Mark 6: 14-29   “The Price of Truth Telling” 

July 19  2 Samuel 7: 1-14a  “When God Makes Promises” 

July 26  John 6: 1-21   “Short Term Memories” 

 

Hymn Writing Contest 
 Have you ever considered writing a hymn?  Here is your chance.  You are not asked to 

compose music.  We just want you to write the text.   

       Here is what you do: 
 1.)   Think of a hymn tune that you like. 

 2.)   Choose a passage of scripture that is meaningful to you. 

 3.)   Write a poem based on the meaning of that text that matches the meter of the hymn. 

Here is an example. 
Using the hymn tune “Amazing Grace” and the scripture which we have just finished in 

Bible study from 1 Thessalonians, here is one verse of a hymn.  Try singing it to the tune of 

“Amazing Grace.” 

 

Strive for a peaceful family. 

Rejoice! Give Thanks! And Pray! 

Trust God, who gives you all you need 

To meet Him on that day. 

 

All submissions will be considered for congregational singing during worship 

sometime in the coming months. 
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        April Financial Report:     More Details on the Office Bulletin Board           

                               (actual)                 Year-To-Date:  
            
 Income:                  $ 20,809.56           $ 85,932.73              
 Expenses :                23,392.14              85,980.74             
 Variance :              $  (2,582.58)         $        (48.01)      
                                                                                         
Balance left on mortgage loan as of  05//09: $50,316.50 
 

General Information:  

 

Note to the Congregation: 
I will be making revised copies of the directory in June.  If you have any change in 

your information I already have in the directory, please give that information to 

me as soon as possible to update the new directory  with.  The copied directory 

will be made on request only.  I’ll make 50 copies to begin with and if you do not 

get one of these copies at  the time they are available then let me know and I will 

print you one.  We need to conserve our paper products any way  we can and in the 

past there have been many copies of the directory  not used .   Thanks, Vicki 

  

 Hang up the school backpacks and put away the books  

because summer is here!  It is time to make sure that you have your 

children and youth signed up for the program of their choice at  

Bethelwoods.  There is so much fun to be had, and you don’t want to 

miss out on the valuable experiences that Bethelwoods has to offer.  Camp pro-

grams provide a variety of activities and adventures including swimming, hiking, 

canoeing, archery;, games, arts and crafts, cookouts, and meeting new friends.  

These activities are all centered on daily Bible study and worship that focuses on 

our summer theme entitled, “Super Faith”.  Through this theme, campers will learn 

about the different super heroes of the Bible as well as how thy can find the su-

per hero within themselves.  There is still time to sign up for an experience  that 

your son or daughter will always remember.  Camp brochures are available at you 

church or you can register online at www.bethelwoods.org.   
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SUN MON TUE 

 1Elsie McGill 
 
6pm– Congregational 

Care Committee 

 

2  Rodney McNeace 

Family 

 

7:30am– prayer 

 

 

3

Family

10:15
 

12pm
 

6:30pm

7 Clarke Perrin Family 

Trinity Sunday / Communion 

Nurs: Mike Fowler Family 

Meals: Harriett & Bill Howell 

Greeter: John Carson 

6:30pm-Assembly Night 

8 Frances Powell 9 Elizabeth Rampey 

*Marilyn Stoddard 

 

7:30am– prayer 

10

 
6:30pm

14 Harold Sanford Family  *Jean V. Harris 

Nurs: Wilma Blue/ Ellen Gregory 

Meals: The Todd Family 

Greeter: Sybil Crow  
12pm– Cong. Meeting / Elect  officers /Ann. report 

5pm-VBS 

15 Doug Shields  
Family 

 

 

16 Greg Shields 
*Thom White 

*Patsy Whitney 

7:30am– prayer 

10:30am-3rd Tues Together  

 

 

17 

*Lloyd Sutherland

*Sylvia Carson

12pm

 
 

21 Bill Stoddard, Sr. Family 

Father’s Day 

Nurs: Brandy McNeace/ Laura L. Todd 

Meals: Kim & Jimmy Harris 

Greeter: Richard Duncan 

22 Lloyd Sutherland 

 

23 Sara Sutherland 

*Greg Shields 

 

7:30am– prayer 

24

Family

*Claire Alexander

 
6:30pm

 

28  Jesse Walker         *Ashley Kendrick 

Worship Leader! Thom White 

Nurs: Darla Love / Erin Connolly 

Meals: Marilyn & Bill Stoddard 

Greeter: Vickie Shields 

29 Roberta Watkins 

*Amanda Gibson 

30 Gary West Family 

*Nicolas Fowler 

 

7:30am– prayer 
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 Italicized  names  are     
 the daily prayer names  
    

    * Denotes Birthdays 

Flag 

Day 

(Pastor Robert, Speaker) 
VBS   6PM

WED THU FRI SAT 

3 Chris McWhorter 

Family 

10:15–Oakmont Serv. 

12pm– Staff meets 

6:30pm– Choir 

4 Reva Melton Family 

10am- Outreach Ministry 

5 Brad Morris 

Family 

*N. Yates Giles 

*Field Cantey 

*Wayne LaBlanc 

6 Barry O’Dell Family 

10 John Rampey Family 

 
6:30pm– Choir 

11 Sanders Read Family 

*Brandi Harrell 

 

10am- Outreach Ministry 

12 Ray Robbins 

Family 
13 John Robbins 
 Family 
*Margaret McWhorter 

*Jettie Johnson 

17 Betsy Skipper 

*Lloyd Sutherland 

*Sylvia Carson 

12pm-Staff meets 

 
 

18 Raymond Sligh Family 

*Erin Connolly 
 

10am- Outreach Ministry 

 

19 Bryson Stoddard 

*Robert Guess 

20 William Stoddard  

Family 

24 Dorsey Thomas 

Family 

*Claire Alexander 

 
6:30pm– Choir 

 

25 Mike Todd Family 

10am- Outreach Ministry 

26 Sarah Vanderford 

 

10:30am- Ellen  

Sagar Praise & 

Prayer 

27 James Vaughan 

Family 

*David Hope 

   

June 2009 
Sanctuary Flowers: 
 Helping Hands 

VBS   6PM– 8PM 


