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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Not to sound morbid or anything but | have been thinking about death lately. | mean, it is

something that all of us have to face at some point. Our community has struggled through the loss of
children and youth in the past weeks and years. We all struggle with the loss of family members at one
time or another. We don't like to talk about it, but it is a real part of the human experience.

Jenny and | recently spoke with an advisor about Life Insurance and it has me thinking about my
own mortality. As | prepare to head to the mountains of Honduras for a mission trip, | imagine that
many things could go wrong. Is it possible | would not return? Of course. | don’t want to talk about
this with Jenny or our children, but that doesn’t make it any less of a possibility.

In June all five of us are going to Brazil to visit my sister and her family. We have been saving
for this trip for two years and are very excited about it. We plan to return to share our experiences
with you, but who knows. Something could happen.

| don’t say any of this to strike fear in our hearts, but to share my heart. We all must face
death and one has gone before us to ensure that death doesn’t have the last word. Jesus Christ has
won the victory over sin and death! Alleluia! That is part of the Easter message. We do not need to
fear our own death if we are in Christ. He gives up hope for eternal life. But what about the way we
live this life? Shouldn’t we consider how our lives here impact the lives of others? The wonder of Pen-
tecost (which we celebrate on May 31) is that the promise of the Holy Spirit is fulfilled and God’s pres-
ence is with us, guiding us, and moving us forward to accomplish God’s will in the days that we are

iven.
’ While we are living, how will we make the most of the days we have? If we are “in Christ” we
are called to live “holy lives” set apart for God’s glory. We live for Christ, sharing his love with our
children, siblings, friends, neighbors, strangers, and enemies. We dive into the ministries of the church,
worshiping God, studying God’s Word, and serving God faithfully with the amazing gifts that we have
been given. We order our lives, our priorities, and our schedules in such a way that we acknowledge
our end on this earth could come at any time.

| don’t have to go to another country to die. | could be hit by a car on my way home today. |
could be shot during a robbery. | could slip and fall and hit my head and die. | am not scared of those
things because | know the one who holds me. The tragedy would be if | had failed to tell my children
that | love them. The tragedy would be if | had not taken my family to church so that they could hear
the good news. The tragedy would be if | had failed to take time to share God’s love with my neighbor.
The tragedy would be if | had not used my God-given gifts to serve my Lord.

What are the last words you want your loved ones to hear from you? What are the things
that you most want to teach your children? What are the things that you want to do for God’s glory?
What are you waiting for?

Summer is not a time to take a vacation from church or from your faith! Use the time you
have to get your priorities straight and get busy living for God’s glory while we can. And if something
should happen to one of us before we see each other again on this earth... don't fear...I'll see you in

the clouds! (1 Thess. 4:17)
To God be the Glory!

In Christ’s Service,

PS — When you are in town this summer, make it a
priority to worship and study God’s Word with us each

Pastor Robert and every Sunday morning.




Lori... Ann White sent the ‘needed
for VBS' below, to be printed in
tt....you can do with it what you

want to....v

Registration forms
available in Sunday
School and in the

vestibules!
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June 14-18

Be a part of this fun and important ministry of our church. All of our members
promised to be a part of bringing up and nurturing our children in their faith. VBS is

the perfect way to fulfill a part of that promise.
Look for a signup sheet in the church hallway and make sure you become part of

our VBS team!
Needed for VBS crafts:
Fabric in solid, light colors for bandannas, which will be deco-
rated. The bandannas do not have to match, so if you have small
amounts of fabric (enough to make at least one 20" x 20" ban-
danna), your donation will help! Also needed: People to finish
the edges of the bandannas. Finished bandannas will be 20" x

20." If you have suitable fabric or can help finish bandannas,

please contact Ann White, 427-0084. Thank you!

The Session held its regular scheduled meeting on May 17, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.
Following are a few of the items discussed:
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The next Assembly Night will be held June 7 at 6:30 p.m. and the next session meeting will be
held in July 12, 2009.

"5
Each June a class of elders rotates off the session. Though they remain active in the life
of the church and are always elders in the Presbyterian Church, they are no longer actively serv-
ing on the session.
We are grateful for the energy, imagination, intelligence, and love of Deborah Flint,
Norris Fowler, Dorsey Thomas, Mike Todd, Ann White, and Caitlin White. Thank you for shar-
ing yourselves so unselfishly and serving Christ and His church in this capacity.
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Consider a stronger participation in worship this summer. That doesn’t just mean
attendance. It means preparing yourself for worship by reading the sermon text beforehand.
It means praying for an openness to how God would speak to you. It means preparing to offer
yourself anew each week as we ascribe greatness to our Awesome God. And one more thing,
consider inviting someone to join you for worship sometime this summer. May God bless you
and fill you with His grace as you do these things.
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Have you ever considered writing a hymn? Here is your chance. You are not asked to
compose music. We just want you to write the text.

1.) Think of a hymn tune that you like.
2.) Choose a passage of scripture that is meaningful to you.
3.) Write a poem based on the meaning of that text that matches the meter of the hymn.

Using the hymn tune “Amazing Grace” and the scripture which we have just finished in
Bible study from 1 Thessalonians, here is one verse of a hymn. Try singing it to the tune of
“Amazing Grace.”

Strive for a peaceful family.
Rejoice! Give Thanks! And Pray!
Trust God, who gives you all you need
To meet Him on that day.

Hang up the school backpacks and put away the books
because summer is here! It is tfime to make sure that you have you
children and youth signed up for the program of their choice at
Bethelwoods. There is so much fun fo be had, and you don't want t
miss out on the valuable experiences that Bethelwoods has to offer. Camp pro-
grams provide a variety of activities and adventures including swimming, hiking,
canoeing, archery;, games, arts and crafts, cookouts, and meeting new friends.
These activities are all centered on daily Bible study and worship that focuses on
our summer theme enftitled, "Super Faith". Through this theme, campers will learn
about the different super heroes of the Bible as well as how thy can find the su-
per hero within themselves. There is still time to sign up for an experience that
your son or daughter will always remember. Camp brochures are available at you
church or you can register online at www.bethelwoods.org.

Note to the Congregation:

I will be making revised copies of the directory in June. If you have any change in
your information I already have in the directory, please give that information to
me as soon as possible to update the new directory with. The copied directory
will be made on request only. I'll make 50 copies to begin with and if you do not
get one of these copies at the time they are available then let me know and T will
print you one. We need fo conserve our paper products any way we can and in the
past there have been many copies of the directory not used. Thanks, Vicki

(actual) Year-To-Date: REFORT
Income: $ 20,809.56 $ 85,932.73 RER
Expenses : 23,392.14 85,980.74 R
Variance : $ (2,582.58) $ (48.01)

Balance left on mortgage loan as of 05//09: $50,316.50
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